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Q: How can internet technology be used to promote sustainability?

A: The internet has liberated us from the constraints of geography. However, one of the medium’s most 

underrated aspects is its ability to connect people locally and to allow for the communication of locally 

relevant information. Each community must call upon its “local experts”—average people who happen 

to know a lot about their community’s solutions for achieving sustainability. if we draw upon the world’s 

vast source of collective knowledge, there is no need to reinvent the wheel along the way. 

My contribution to a solution is one-earth.com, a multifaceted reflection of communities around the 

world and a way for people to discover what they can do in their community as told by local experts. 

one-earth.com acts as a facilitator and aggregator of sustainable solutions. We recently used interactive technology to create a green map of fort Greene, 

Brooklyn. The map was originally created for The Hill, a local newspaper, but it eventually went on the site. We identified resources such as community 

centers, compost sites, organic restaurants, and green business services. The interactive map has the same features as the printed map but with the ability 

for local residents to edit the content, using a Wiki.

Professor of urban and environmental planning and coordinator of 
the Pratt Institute Environmental Management Systems (EMS) 
program, Eva Hanhardt is a City and Environmental Planning 
Consultant whose professional activities center around commu-
nity-based and environmental planning.

 Q: Does Pratt’s EMS program 

emphasize a preventative approach 

to environment issues?

 A:  Environmental laws passed in the 1970s focused on a 

“command and control” approach that set acceptable pollution 

standards and posited that the solution to environmental 

problems could be “engineered” and then “managed” at the 

individual, business, and institutional levels. 

The Pratt program was originally designed to respond to 

such marketplace demands. in recent years, however, scientific 

research relating to the environment has shown that these 

earlier compliance-based strategies were not producing the 

results that had been anticipated and were inadequate.  A 

greater understanding of cumulative impacts and the adoption 

of pollution prevention approaches was seen as necessary if 

problems were to be successfully addressed. 

The Pratt EMS program has been redesigned to educate 

environmental professionals who both have a comprehensive 

understanding of the causes and interrelationships of 

environmental problems and are familiar with alternative 

cutting-edge strategies and technologies. EMS graduates are 

able to identify and implement sustainable best practices and are 

able to operate confidently within the realms of environmental 

policy, architecture, city planning, community development, 

business, and industrial production. 
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Q: How does NYPiRG work and what are its

biggest challenges when it’s trying to influence 

policy makers?

A:   NYPiRG’s Board of Directors, which is made up entirely of students 

from across the state, chooses the issues we take on, and the students 

who work with our campus chapters put in a lot of hours to make our 

programs work. These students, paired with the expertise of NYPiRG’s 

issue staff, allow NYPiRG to make a difference by running multiyear 

campaigns that do not end with finals. This has led to huge victories for 

clean air such as New York’s participation in the Regional Greenhouse 

Gas initiative to reduce industrial pollution. 

NYPiRG is often up against great odds. As a public interest group 

we are always working to improve the quality of air and water, and to 

expand the use of mass transit. Unfortunately, these are issues that are 

often opposed by well-financed corporations that have the ear of policy 

makers. our support is from the grassroots work of students and 

members of our communities, who pound the pavement to fight for 

change across New York State. A great example of this is our efforts to 

pass the Bigger Better Bottle Bill, which aims to add a 5¢ deposit on 

noncarbonated beverages and recapture unclaimed deposits for the 

Environmental Protection fund. it has stalled in Albany because of a 

few big industry opponents, but the grassroots efforts of students and 

the community keep bringing the Bigger Better Bottle Bill closer to 

becoming law.
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Q: What is the most pressing issue you discuss in Eco-Metropolis?

A:      We ask: How do we think simultaneously about the environmental and social sustainability of cities, and 

how do we measure the impact of urban development on the environmental, epidemiological, economic, 

political, and cultural life of the urban areas? 

To answer these questions, we use readings from urban sociology, environmental studies, and 

biology, and we invite speakers who combine an environmental and social justice approach in their work. 

The class also does research and analysis of current urban development debates. We recently 

discussed the Williamsburg Waterfront Rezoning Plan. To its credit, the plan highlights sustainability and 

green building techniques throughout, and includes set-asides for affordable housing via “inclusionary 

zoning.” Yet, these benefits may be offset by its massive scale. This “green” plan may well lead to greater 

carbon emissions—due to the influx of traffic, congestion, and sewage—and deteriorating air quality in a 

neighborhood already plagued with some of the highest asthma rates in the city. it may also exacerbate 

the displacement of Williamsburg’s low-income residents, good working-class jobs, and diverse cultural 

mix. This is a high cost to pay for “sustainable development.”


